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On behalf of the Co-Organizers, I would like to extend my most sincere 
gratitude and may I say congratulations to all of you for making this opening 
ceremony of ERIA/CLMV Capacity Building Workshop possible. I would 
like to thank the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia 
(ERIA) for always supporting and sponsoring such seminar and workshop in 
order to generate discussion on the challenges we are facing and to 
determine possible responsive and adaptive mechanisms with strong 
participation from all relevant stakeholders.  
 
We have heard excellent, insightful speeches and presentations by our 
imminent speakers. I strongly believe that the visions we have will be 
transformed into concrete actions and practical implementations. We have 
touched on the core emerging economic issues.  
 
The Jakarta Framework highlights four key guiding integrated pathways 
including competitive and dynamic pathway, inclusive pathway, Sustainable 
pathway, Dynamic equilibrium with ASEAN centrality viz ASEAN partners. 
These are the fundamental foundation based on which we can further 
develop and better clarify policy guidelines and action plans with new 
elements and substances.  
 
As chair of ASEAN this year, Cambodia has a responsibility and an 
important role to play to accelerate the progress of the ASEAN Community 



Building.  In the field of economic integration, we have witnessed 
incremental and positive progress in many fields especially in trade and 
investment facilitation.  
 
I am of the view that we have political will to implement the policy 
guidelines and action plans to build an ASEAN community however, we 
have limited capacity especially at the national and local levels of some of 
our member States.  
 
I feel that the speed of regional cooperation and integration is faster than the 
speed of national economic reform. In the rectangular development strategy 
of the Royal Government of Cambodia, good governance is the core of the 
comprehensive reform. In regional economic integration context, we need to 
include good governance as the core value and framework of operation as 
well.  
 
Corruption not only disturbs national development and social economic 
justice but also disrupts regional cooperation and the integration process. We 
need to seriously deal with corruption issue. By introducing E-government 
and other mechanized and systematized customs and investment procedures, 
we, surely, can reduce  opportunities for corruptions. 
 
Regarding the Phnom Penh Framework, I believe that the six workshops 
among the experts will produce relevant policy inputs. The six topics of the 
working group discussion on tariff liberalization and non-tariff barrier, SME 
development in Cambodia, competition policy and consumer protection, 
development of agribusiness, connectivity and logistics development, and 
energy supply management and sub-regional cooperation.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to share with you my modest 
perspectives on how we can move forward together in ASEAN economic 
integration process.  
 
First, we need to emphasize on three pro-poor sectors which can contribute 
to the narrowing of the development gaps in the region: agriculture (agro-
industry, agribusiness, and agro-technology), Small and Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs), and Tourism industry.  
 
Second, we need to define clearly the action plans to provide food and 
energy security in the region with the focus on the poor and the most 



vulnerable. The Cambodian Prime Minister, recently, urged to have a 
harmonization of food security and energy security.  
 
Third, we need to further assist state’s capacity in speeding domestic 
economic reform to meet with regional dynamics particularly for the CLMV 
countries. Such seminar and workshop is part of a capacity building ; we 
need more training for the young professionals as well.  
 
Fourth, it is required to integrate “Good Governance” to be the core of 
regional integration process. There should have more programs and capacity 
building efforts in promoting and implementing good governance in the 
region under the framework of regional economic integration.  
 
Fifth, it is necessary to promote more participation and engagement of the 
private sector and the civil societies. Public-private partnership is a 
significant factor in promoting sustainable growth. It needs to go beyond the 
national to regional levels. We should have a conceptual framework and 
policy guidelines on ASEAN Public-Private Partnership. 
 
Sixth, pro-poor regionalism should be the key philosophy of ASEAN 
regional integration.  The peoples of ASEAN especially the poor should be 
given priority when we talk about regionalism. How to implement 
regionalism which serve the best interests of the poor such as employment 
and business opportunities, creation of a regional social safety net, and 
growth.  
 
Lastly, we need to further strengthen our efforts in promoting green growth 
strategy and knowledge based economy in our region.  
 
I would like to wish you all great success in your efforts to realize an 
ASEAN Community. 
  
We together build our community!  
We together share one destiny!  
 
On the "WE"feelings, I would like to declare  the opening workshop closed!  
 
Thank you very much for your attention, 
 
 


