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Conference Summary: 

The 9th ASEAN Leadership Forum was held on the 4th -6th 

of April, 2012 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and was co-

organized by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute 

(ASLI), the Ministry of Commerce, Cambodia, and the 

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce. The conference 

brought together experts from various fields and sectors 

to discuss on the subject of ASEAN, ASEAN Connectivity, 

what the challenges are and what lies ahead.  

The main objectives of the conference were (a) to assess 

the current situation of the ASEAN grouping, (b) to 

identify challenges for greater connectivity and unity and 

issues that might emerge in the short and medium term, 

and (c) to propose ways to overcome such obstacles. 

The conference was part of ASLI’s initiatives to reinforce 

high standards of engagement, commitment to the cause 

of accelerating the region’s development and bringing 

people together, from various walks of life, professional 

and educational backgrounds, as well as varying political 

persuasions, to discuss in a fruitful and productive 

environment how they view ASEAN’s current situation and 

what needs to be done in order to accelerate its  

* This report attempts to summarise the contents of each conference session, 

including both presentations and discussion. The views expressed here do not 
necessarily reflect the views of ASLI or of the majority of the participants. 
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Overview of Programme: 

Opening Dinner, 4th April 

 Welcome Speech, by 

Chairman, ASEAN Leadership 

Forum & CEO, ASLI, Dato’ Dr. 

Michael Yeoh 

Welcome Speech, by Senior 

Minister and Minister of 

Commerce, Cambodia, H.E. 

Cham Prasidh 

Opening Keynote Address – 

‘One Community, One 

Destiny: Cambodia’s Vision 

for ASEAN as ASEAN Chair 

2012’ by the Prime Minister of 

Cambodia, H.E. Samdech Hun 

Sen 

Leadership Keynote Address – 

‘Leadership Challenges in 

ASEAN: Meeting Tomorrow’s 

Needs and Expectations’, by 

Prime Minister of Malaysia,  
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transformation to a developed, unified, and well-integrated 

regional grouping. 

The conference was jointly organised by ASLI, the Ministry of 

Commerce, Cambodia, and the Cambodia Chamber of 

Commerce, and was supported by the Government of the 

Royal Kingdom of Cambodia, the ASEAN Secretariat, and the 

ASEAN Business Forum. The Prime Minister of Cambodia 

delivered the Official Opening Keynote Address, whereas 

the Prime Minister of Malaysia delivered the Leadership 

Keynote Address.  

 

The recurring themes that can be drawn from this conference 

and the input of all those involved is the necessity to achieve 

deeper integration among the ASEAN members. The 

leadership of ASEAN needs to focus on the challenges ahead 

and ensure that obstacles are correctly and timely overcome, 

in order to allow for progress in the integration process of the 

grouping. Issues such as narrowing the development gap 

among member-states, achieving higher connectivity, and 

deepening regional integration, developing a crisis resolution 

mechanism, as well as human capital development, the 

involvement of the younger generation and the development of 

creativity are seen as crucial in achieving a more powerful, 

well-integrated regional grouping.    

 

Opening Keynote Address 

The Cambodian Prime Minister in this opening keynote 

address noted the theme of Cambodia’s Chairmanship of 

ASEAN – ‘One Community, One Destiny’. He highlighted that 

a key challenge for ASEAN leadership would be to forge a 

common will of the ASEAN community, necessary to achieve 

the theme of One Community, One Destiny. He went on to 

elaborate on the challenges ahead for the progress of ASEAN 

members: ASEAN leadership must seek and achieve a global 

role in the region, it must try to resist external shocks by 

achieving stronger and accelerated regional integration, it 

should promote regional production networks, and at the 

same time pursue ‘open regionalism’, avoiding the harm of 

global linkages. Furthermore, ASEAN must be vigilant of its 

economic situation and stop protectionism from the 

beginning, to ensure continuous growth of its members. The 

Prime Minister then went on to argue that the ASEAN 

leadership would have to prioritise the following efforts in 

order to succeed in regional integration: The development 

gap among member states must be narrowed, the 
establishment of the ASEAN Community by 2015, the  

Dato’ Sri Hj Mohd Najib Tun Hj 

Abdul Razak. 

Day 2, 5th April 

Introductory Speech, by 

President & Group Chief 

Executive Officer, Axiata Group 

Berhad, Malaysia, Dato’ Sri 

Jamaludin Ibrahim 

Welcoming Speech, by 

President of the Cambodia 

Chamber of Commerce and 

Chairman of the ASEAN 

Business Advisory Council, Mr 

Neak Oknha Kith Meng 

Ministerial roundtable –

‘Looking Towards and Beyond 

2015: Economic Challenges & 

Prospects for Growth in 

ASEAN’ 

This session focused on the 

economics of ASEAN – what is 

the economic capability of 

ASEAN at the moment, what are 

the challenges for further 

development, and how to 

overcome them. 

Moderator 

Dato’ Sri Abdul Wahid Omar, 

President / Chief Executive 

Officer, Malayan Banking 

Berhad, Malaysia 

Speakers 

H.E. Cham Prasidh, Senior 

Minister and Minister of 

Commerce, Cambodia 

H.E. Dr Nam Viyaketh, Minister 

of Industry & Commerce, Laos 

PDR 

Ms Lakshmi Venkatachalam, 

Vice President for Private Sector 

& Cofinancing Operations, 

Asian Development Bank,  
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Aliquam dolor. 

byline 

Lorem Ipsum 

strengthening of mechanisms for regional financial 

stability, the further strengthening of ASEAN connectivity 

by focusing on Physical, Institutional and People-To-People 

Connectivity, the improvement of logistics and processes 

through trade facilitation and service liberalization, the 

promotion of agricultural cooperation by boosting 

productivity and diversification, the addressing of issues 

such as terrorism, transnational crime, human trafficking 

and drug trade, and finally, the development of disaster 

management mechanisms. The Prime Minister ended by 

noting the importance of cooperation at all levels of ASEAN 

member states in order to accomplish the aim of closer 

integration.  

 

Leadership Keynote Address 

The Malaysian Prime Minister focused his keynote address 

on the importance of leadership for ASEAN progress, 

especially so in three key areas: human development, 

creativity and the need to engage the younger generation. 

The Prime Minister noted the lack of processes and 

information for human development in the ASEAN region 

despite the importance of this factor. Human development 

is critical for economic progress, and this area needs the 

appropriate leadership from all ASEAN members in order 

to move forward. He then elaborated on the lack of 

creativity in the ASEAN people as a whole.  He commented 

on how most creative ideas seem to be still coming from the 

west, and recommended a reform of the educational 

systems within ASEAN in order to promote and nourish 

creativity. He finally focused his attention on the need to 

get the younger generation to be more active, empowered 

and engaged with ASEAN. He noted that there is a degree 

of irrelevance and detachment of ASEAN for this 

generation. He therefore called for the development of 

thorough, relevant and powerful programmes that would 

engage meaningfully the younger generation and obtain 

their input on ASEAN matters.    

Ministerial roundtable –‘Looking Towards and Beyond 

2015: Economic Challenges & Prospects for Growth in 

ASEAN’ 

H.E. Cham Prasidh focused his presentation on the need to 

integrate the ASEAN community and narrow the 

development gap among its members in order to move 

forward economically. He noted that some measures have 

already been taken to aid integration, such as liberalization 
of air transport within ASEAN.  However, more is needed.   

Philippines 

Leveraging on ASEAN 

Connectivity for Enhanced 

Integration: Opportunities for 

the Private Sector’ 

This session focused on the 

roles that the private sector 

could play in terms of 

developing smoother 

connectivity, especially 

physical connectivity, for 

ASEAN members.  

Moderator 

Mr Ramanathan Sathiamutty, 

Managing director, IBM 

Malaysia Sdn Bhd 

Speakers 

H.E. Chanthol Sun, Senior 

Minister and Vice Chairman, 

Council for the Development of 

Cambodia (CDC) 

Faisal Ahmed, Resident 

Representative in Cambodia, 

International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) 

Dr Ponciano S. Intal Jr., Senior 

Researcher, Economic Research 

Institute for ASEAN and East 

Asia (ERIA), Indonesia 

John McGinley, ANZ Royal Bank 

(Cambodia) Ltd 

Chew Seng Kok, Regional 

Managing Partner, ZICOlaw 

Forum Debate – ‘Can ASEAN 

Cope with its Non-Traditional 

Threats?’  

This session focused on the non-

traditional threats that ASEAN 

members face, and how to go 

about implementing the 

mechanisms to face these  
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 He noted that integration with developed economies outside 

ASEAN still remains crucial – Europe’s share of world trade 

for example still remains at 20%, making it crucial for 

ASEAN. There are still challenges in achieving the 2015 

target – the elimination of tariffs for all ASEAN members. The 

member states move individually to make trade agreements 

with countries outside ASEAN, undermining holistic efforts. 

Furthermore, liberalization remains very cautious and many 

resist it, as many stakeholders would suffer significantly from 

it. He identified the main challenge as coordination.      

H.E. Dr Nam Viyaketh focused his part on the Laos’ position 

and specific challenges that Laos faces in achieving the 2015 

target. He specifically noted the difficulty of liberalizing a 

small economy like Laos. He mentioned that they have a 

National Socioeconomic Plan 2015 that is intended to help 

them through the journey of transformation and prepare 

them for the ASEAN 2015 target. Even so, however, he 

stressed the evident gaps between Laos and other ASEAN 

members, and calls for closer economic cooperation of all 

ASEAN members that could help enhance growth for all. He 

also added that a country like Laos needs assistance with 

technologies and processes in order to catch up with the rest 

of the member economies. He therefore stressed the need to 

reduce the development gap among the member 

economies.  

Ms Lakshmi Venkatachalam focused on key economic 

challenges that ASEAN faces at the moment, as well as some 

risks. She noted that narrowing income disparities, 

maintaining macroeconomic and financial stability, and 

increasing resilience to external shocks should be priorities 

for ASEAN members and leadership alike. She noted the 

importance of the private sector for closer economic 

integration within ASEAN. She then went on to elaborate on 

risks that ASEAN may face: She noted that in light of the 

Eurozone crises, we need increased surveillance of capital 

flows, and mechanisms that would help deal with sudden 

shocks. ASEAN policy makers would need to closely monitor 

the Eurozone development. She argues that the euro crisis 

points out the need for ASEAN to refocus on domestic 

demand rather than external trade. However, recovery of 

the Western economies both in Europe and the US, are 

crucial for the wellbeing of the ASEAN economy.  

 

Leveraging on ASEAN Connectivity for Enhanced 

Integration: Opportunities for the Private Sector’ 

H.E. Chanthol Sun commented on the necessity to fill the 
gaps of physical connectivity within ASEAN, for example in  

threats.   

Moderator 

Dato’ Dr. Michael Yeoh, Chief 

Executive Officer, Asian 

Strategy & Leadership Institute, 

(ASLI) 

Speakers 

HRH Prince Norodom Sirivudh, 

Royal Counsellor to the King; 

Chairman, Cambodia Institute 

for Cooperation and Peace 

Dr Ooi Kee Beng, Deputy 

Director, Institute for Southeast 

Asian Studies (ISEAS), 

Singapore 

‘Green Growth Climate 

Change and Sustainable 

Energy: Enhancing Public 

Private Partnerships’ 

This session covered aspects of 

energy, sustainability, and 

revision of national policies to 

avoid energy security threats 

within ASEAN in the near future.  

Moderator 

Datuk Dr. Denison Jayasooria, 

Principal Research Fellow, 

Institute of Ethnic Studies, 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

(UKM) 

Speakers 

Mr Donough Foley, Head of 

Government and Regulatory 

Affairs, Asia Pacific, Philips 

Electronics Hong Kong Ltd. 

Mr Benjamin R. Quinones Jr., 

Chairman and President, 

Coalition of the Socially 

Responsible SME’s in Asia, 

Philippines 
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Dr Hardiv Harris Situmeang, 

Executive Director, ASEAN 

Centre for Energy (ACE) 

Indonesia 

Mr Thai Quang Trung, 

Chairman, Green World System 

‘People Connectivity through 

Education, Culture, Tourism 

and People Movement’ 

This session focused on the 

ways that people connectivity 

can be enhanced.  The ways 

most cited include education 

and knowledge, movement of 

labour, increase in intra-ASEAN 

tourism and better 

understanding of each other.  

Moderator 

Larry Strange, Executive 

Director, Cambodia 

Development Resource Institute 

(CDRI), Cambodia 

Speakers 

Ambassador Pradap 

Pibulsonggram, Advisor to the 

Foreign Minister and Thailand’s 

Representative in the ASEAN 

Connectivity Coordinating 

Committee 

Datuk Lim Sue Beng, Managing 

Director, Strait of Malacca 

Partners Sdn Bhd, Malaysia 

Dr Vannarith Chheang, 

Executive Director, Cambodian 

Institute for Cooperation and 

Peace 

Tunku Abidin Muhriz, President, 

Institute for Democracy & 

Economic Affairs (IDEAS), 

Malaysia 

Mr Bretton Sciaroni, Chairman, 

International Business Chamber 

of Cambodia, Cambodia 

 terms of building railways to connect all members, as well 

as the ‘software’ that is necessary to facilitate connectivity, 

such as trade liberalization.  He noted that it is important 

to have a policy that is implemented on movement of 

labour, on understanding of ASEAN cultures. He then 

noted that the private sector can be very influential in 

terms of providing the funds for building this 

infrastructure, especially the physical part of it. He argued 

that first initiatives should be taken to connect through 

infrastructure internally within each country – for example 

in Cambodia, link the capital with all suburbs.  

Mr Faisal Ahmed agreed with the first that what is needed 

in ASEAN is to bridge the gap of infrastructure that exists 

between the ASEAN 5 economies and the rest of the 

members. He noted that in order to have closer 

integration, it is necessary to promote and establish better 

trade integration, relying on the physical infrastructure of 

member states, but also the development of soft 

infrastructure, namely financial as well as legal 

infrastructure. He concluded by reminding that ASEAN 

2015 is a good ambition, however it is only the beginning 

part of the journey for ASEAN members, and should not 

therefore be seen as the ultimate aim.  

Dr Ponciano reiterated the point that transport facilitation 

improves trade facilitation. He noted that an improvement 

to transportation networks would have a higher effect for a 

country like Laos, and to a lesser extent Indonesia and 

Myanmar. However, trade facilitation would also be 

impacted significantly by tariff reductions. He then 

concluded that investing substantially on improving trade 

facilitation would lead to big societal rewards. Services 

liberalization would be necessary for deeper ASEAN 

integration. He foresees as the biggest challenge, 

however, is government-private sector partnership.  

Mr John McGinley noted that those foreign investors 

interested in ASEAN economies, look at connectivity for 

shaping their decisions. The countries within ASEAN have 

fantastic opportunities as they transform from agriculture 

to manufacturing attracting many big companies. He 

noted the importance of the government realities of 

ASEAN countries. He identified the government and the 

economic environment in Cambodia as very attractive to 

business; however he noted that there is yet progress to 

be made.  

Mr Chew Seng Kok spoke from the private sector’s 

perspective. He noted that in parallel to the master plans 
agreed by governments of member states,    the private  



 

 

sector has their own plans and initiatives in place that need 

to be factored in when one discusses infrastructure and 

connectivity development. He reminded that the private 

sector will only be willing to put in money in a project if the 

project makes sense for them to do so. The private sector, he 

argues, knows at which parts of ASEAN to look for the most 

reasonable for them and profitable projects, and all they 

need in place is the infrastructure and legal procedures to 

facilitate their efforts. He called for a higher-level private 

sector engagement, and the need to reinforce trust among 

the ASEAN member states.  

Forum Debate – ‘Can ASEAN Cope with its Non-

Traditional Threats?’  

HRH Prince Norodom Sirivudh focused on areas that were 

identified as non-traditional threats for ASEAN during the 

Network of ASEAN Defense and Security Research 

Institutions meeting 3 days earlier. He identified the areas of 

water resources security and food security, maritime 

security, disaster relief and management, drug trafficking, 

human trafficking, transnational crimes and terrorism, and 

cyber security as areas that the ASEAN collective needs to 

focus its attention on.  He noted, additionally, that security 

sector reform and governance is needed in order to guide 

efforts towards achieving higher prevention capabilities on 

the above areas.  

Dr Ooi Kee Beng focused on the conceptual understanding of 

the threats and how to deal with them.  He noted that the 

primary actor responsible for the prevention of such threats 

is not regional formations but states. He argues, therefore, 

that state capacity is the key to eliminating the effects of non-

traditional threats. He noted that states within ASEAN are 

very new, and need to focus firstly on dealing with internal 

issues, before being enveloped in regional ideals.  That, in 

combination to sensitivities towards external interventions in 

state affairs in the region, lead to a limited spectrum of 

options that ASEAN has to tackle such threats as an entity. 

The speaker therefore suggests a breakdown of non-

traditional threats and a look at the extent to which these are 

a national issue, or a regional one. He concluded by arguing 

that governments need to focus first on prioritizing the 

building of state capacity, and in the meantime proceed with 

building regional capacity.     

 

‘Green Growth Climate Change and Sustainable Energy: 

Enhancing Public Private Partnerships’ 

Mr Donough Foley noted the importance of public-private  

Dato’ Dr Haji Ismail bin Haji 

Duraman, Executive Director, 

Centre for Strategic and Policy 

Studies (CSPS), Brunei 

Darussalam  

Dato’ Vijay Eswaran, Executive 

Chairman, Qi Group of 

Companies, Malaysia 

‘How can ASEAN’s key 

Dialogue Partners Enhance 

Engagement with ASEAN?’ 

This session demonstrated the 

positions of ASEAN’s dialogue 

partners and what they view as 

priorities for ASEAN’s future. 

Moderator 

Datuk Seri Mohamed Iqbal 

Rawther, Vice President, ASEAN 

Business Forum & Chairman, 

Malaysian Institute of 

Management 

Speakers 

H.E. David Lee Garden, United 

States Resident Ambassador to 

ASEAN 

H.E. Jean-Francois Cautain, EU 

Ambassador to Cambodia 

H.E. Kimihiro Ishikane, 

Ambassador Extraordinary & 

Plenipotentiary Mission of Japan 

to ASEAN 

Mr Fong Ngai, Director, Hong 

Kong Economic & Trade Office 

(ASEAN) 

Closing Address, by H.E. Hor 

Namhong, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and International 

Cooperation, Cambodia 
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partnerships. He argued that especially in the case of 

green growth, public private partnerships are essential 

and need to be well-managed. He argued that the 

private sector needs to provide the technologies and 

the ideas, but also to persuade the government of the 

benefits in using them, and then to provide them with 

the skills to do so. The speaker stressed the importance 

of political stability and transparent processes in the 

government for any public-private collaboration. He 

also added the necessity to act on local level – to use 

local strategies addressing local needs, rather than 

adopting a one-for-all strategy, as well as the need to 

build up the physical infrastructure in order to attract 

more public private partnership projects. 

Mr Benjamin Quinones focused on the impact of 

sustainable communities and how they help the 

economy of ASEAN members. He argues that 

sustainable, social enterprises and public-private 

partnerships in that area can help alleviate poverty, 

increase access to education and home acquisitions, as 

well as diversify the community in terms of their skills 

and capabilities. However, he noted that this form of 

partnership needs a strong ethical basis and at the end 

it depends on the people that participate to succeed.  

Dr Hardiv Harris Situmeang concentrated on the needs 

for energy within the ASEAN region.  He gave the 

general picture of energy consumption and production 

in the region, and commented a bit on the 3rd ASEAN 

energy outlook. He noted that there is alternative 

energy expected in the future. He argued that energy 

efficiency and conservation is a big issue that should 

preoccupy the ASEAN leadership, as an increase in 

energy consumption directly affects the economic 

growth.      He argued that at the national level, 

solutions need to be found on improving energy 

efficiency and accelerating the production of clean 

energy. He foresees an increasing pressure on energy 

security, and thus calls for revisiting the national 

energy policies within ASEAN.  

Mr Thai Quang Trung noted that there are many energy 

technology solutions for alternative energy within our 

region. All the sources of renewable energy do exist, 

and consumption in some of the countries within 

ASEAN, for example Indonesia is growing faster than 

anywhere else in the world. The speaker argued that 

political commitment is needed to break the energy 
monopoly. He noted that the competitiveness of ASEAN  
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will be very tough, and therefore there is an immediate need 

for ASEAN to follow a different path and find ways to reduce 

conventional energy consumption and establish a well-

thought out policy for renewable energy.   

 

‘People Connectivity through Education, Culture, 

Tourism and People Movement’ 

Ambassador Pradap spoke of the different ways of bringing 

such diverse people together.  He spoke of the need to allow 

mobility for those working in the tourism services, and of 

ways to promote human development, community and 

harmony building, youth and sports.  

Dato’ Lim argued that connectivity boils down to tolerance 

and understanding.  He suggested that a way to move 

forward on this is by promoting intermarriage within ASEAN. 

Moreover, he noted that another way would be tourism, 

which would in turn promote investments.  He then 

elaborated on the plans to build a physical bridge linking 

Indonesia to Malaysia over the Straits of Melaca.  

Dr Vannarith gave the example of negative perceptions of 

Cambodians towards the Vietnamese and Thais, due to 

historical experiences. He then went on to say, though, that 

after spending time with one another, perceptions change.  

It is therefore crucial to encourage engagement among the 

ASEAN people at all levels to promote better understanding 

and do away with false perceptions. He noted that not many 

people are aware of and understand ASEAN.  He therefore 

urged for attempts to promote awareness, especially 

through education, culture and tourism.  

Tunku Abidin focused mainly on the need for a more open 

educational policy that would allow the movement of student 

populations among ASEAN countries, providing an 

equivalent alternative to ASEAN students to education in the 

UK or the US.  

Mr Sciaroni noted that movement of labour is essential in 

achieving higher people-to-people connectivity levels in 

ASEAN. He also noted that having objectives that could 

actually be measured by a well-developed, detailed 

scorecard would help the process that all members follow in 

terms of achieving convergence and higher connectivity.  

Dato’ Dr Haji Ismail also noted the importance of student 

exchanges among the ASEAN members. He also added that 

information exchange is also very crucial for better  
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understanding among the ASEAN states. He finally 

noted that enhancing the physical infrastructure would 

be the key in driving people connectivity as well.  

Dato’ Vijay  noted that ASEAN connectivity is not a new 

idea.  Indeed, ASEAN had been very well connected in 

the past, a condition that was changed during the 

colonial era. He noted that the ASEAN he sees now is 

very different to the ASEAN he grew up with, and 

hopes to go back to having a community of nations with 

a common identity. He sees education and knowledge 

as the way forward. He finished by suggesting that 

ASEAN countries had worked together in the past, and 

can work together once again, therefore all it takes is 

determination. The foundations are there.  

 

‘How can ASEAN’s key Dialogue Partners Enhance 

Engagement with ASEAN?’ 

In this final session for the day, H.E. David Lee Garden 

spoke from the US’s perspective.  He noted that the aim 

of 2015 for ASEAN is only a short term one, and ASEAN 

needs to consider how to move on beyond 2015. He 

noted that ASEAN needs its dialogue partners to move 

forward, as no-one can move alone. He also stressed 

the inter-connectedness of matters – it is never only 

about business.  He argued that innovation is what 

creates the global economy and ASEAN needs to look 

into it seriously, working together with its partners.  

H.E. Jean Francois Cautain represented the EU, and 

noted that the similarities between ASEAN and the EU, 

but added that the two come from different angles and 

have distinct characteristics as well. He commented on 

the minimal interaction of the EU with ASEAN at the 

moment, but noted, however, that there is an increased 

interest of European leaders for ASEAN, therefore 

more ways to cooperate are ahead.  

H.E. Kimihiro Ishikane, representing Japan, noted the 

ASEAN centrality – the idea of partnership and 

ownership, and how ASEAN is very keen to resort to 

self-help rather than bring in outsiders. He noted that 

the development process among the ASEAN members 

is very different, but this is a problem that can be 

faced, as it exists all around the world.  He finished by 

reaffirming that the future of Japan is in the ASEAN 

region, and Japan will always be willing to help ASEAN 

on connectivity enhancement and beyond.  
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Mr Fong Ngai noted that Hong Kong is not officially a 

dialogue partner with ASEAN; however it has a long history 

of trade and cultural links with ASEAN. ASEAN is now the 

2nd largest trade partner to Hong Kong, and Hong Kong 

benefits from ASEAN’s growth. The cultural links are also 

there. At the moment there are ongoing Hong Kong-China-

ASEAN free trade negotiations that will hopefully conclude 

with a positive outcome for all parties involved. He noted 

that trade liberalization is a way forward for ASEAN, and 

Hong Kong could help in the area of customs clearance.   

Closing Address 

In his closing address, the Deputy Prime Minister H.E. Hor 

Namhong, stressed the importance of people to people 

connectivity for facilitating the achievement of ASEAN’s 

2015 target. He noted that implementation and coordination 

are key, and prioritization of projects should be made to 

ensure that the path towards 2015 is followed methodically 

and constantly.  

Furthermore, he stressed the need for ASEAN to work 

closely with its dialogue partners on securing resources, 

tackling rising food prices, natural disasters, and other 

cross-border issues.  

As a final thought the Deputy Prime Minister urged for the 

participation of the private sector in this process as well, as 

the governments of ASEAN cannot pursue these aims in 
isolation.    


