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Critical Questions

1. Why was the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation es-
tablished?

The Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) was created 
to further promote regional cooperation and integration 
in the Greater Mekong Sub-region. The LMC was 
initiated by Chinese Premier Li Keqiang in 2015 at 
the 17th China-ASEAN Summit and the first LMC 
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was convened the same 
year in Yunan Province where the concept paper on the 
framework cooperation and the joint press communiqué 
were issued. 

The objectives of the LMC are to ensure the peace, 
stability, sustainable development and prosperity of 
The objectives of the LMC are to ensure the peace, 
stability, sustainable development and prosperity of 
the Mekong sub-region through forging collective 
leadership and enhancing mutual trust and understanding 
in addressing common economic, social and environmental 
challenges.

The LMC also stresses the principles of consensus, The LMC also stresses the principles of consensus, 
equality, mutual consultation and coordination, volun-
tarism, common contribution and shared benefits, and 
respect for the United Nations Charter and international 
laws.  

2. How can the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation 2. How can the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation 
contribute to the development of the Greater Mekong 
Sub-region? 

The principles and approaches of the LMC are openness 
and inclusiveness. The LMC does not aim to exclude 
but to complement and develop synergistically with 

existing sub-regional or regional cooperation 
mechanisms. The synergy between the LMC and 
other regional institutions further pushes regional 
integration. In this case, minilateralism and multilat-
eralism need to be further institutionally connected 
and coordinated.

For instance, linking the LMC with the advancement 
of the China–ASEAN strategic partnership, and 
strengthening cooperation under the framework of 
ASEAN+3, East Asia Summit, ASEAN Regional 
Forum and other regional cooperation mechanisms. 

DevelopingDeveloping synergy between China's Belt and Road 
initiative and LMC activities and projects, as well as 
relevant development programs of the Mekong 
countries, including the Master Plan on ASEAN 
Connectivity (MPAC), is needed. 

3. Does the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation face 
any major challenges?

TheThe main challenge for the LMC is the lack of institutional 
capacity and human capital to implement the action 
plans. Corruption remains a stumbling block in the 
region; bureaucratic capacity is relatively weak in 
Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar; and socio-economic 
inequality is emerging to be a new threat to regional 
peace and prosperity.

AnotherAnother challenge for the LMC is sustainable water 
resources management. The differences and conflicts 
of interests between the upstream and downstream  
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the LMC and national development strategy and other 
regional cooperation mechanisms. Connecting LMC 
with ASEAN and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is 
critical to effectively allocating the resources and 
speeding up an open and inclusive regional integration. 

5. How does Cambodia benefit from the Lancang 
-Mekong Cooperation?

CambodiaCambodia has a vision to become a middle-income 
country by 2030 and high-income country by 2050. 
To realize these visions, Cambodia needs to accelerate 
its institutional reforms and opening up. 

TheThe LMC assists Cambodia in realizing its development 
goals. The LMC aims to mobilize resources from the 
public and private sectors in order to implement projects. 
The Mekong countries are expected to benefit from 
the early harvest projects, which include water resources 
management, poverty alleviation, public health, science, 
infrastructure and technology, and personnel exchanges. 

PProduction capacity is one of the core areas of the 
LMC. It lays out specific areas of cooperation such as 
electric power, power grids, automobiles, metallurgy, 
production of building materials, supporting industries, 
light industry, textiles, medical equipment, information, 
communications, rail transport, water transport, air 
transport, equipment manufacturing, renewable energy, 
agriculture and agricultural and aqua-cultural processing.agriculture and agricultural and aqua-cultural processing. 

Dr. Chheang Vannarith, Co-founder and Vice Chairman 
of the Board, Cambodian Institute for Strategic Studies.

countries over the construction of controversial 
hydropower dams along the mainstream of the 
Mekong River have constrained regional cooperation.

TheThe LMC needs to further promote knowledge 
connectivity and capacity building within the region, 
strengthen good governance, and concretize an inclusive 
growth strategy. The LMC should also advance the 
concept of a people-oriented and people-centered 
regional community, echoing the spirit of ASEAN 
community building.

4.4.  As a co-chair of the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation, 
what has Cambodia been doing to promote this 
initiative? 

CambodiaCambodia has contributed to building a shared vision 
and common approaches of the LMC through promoting 
multi-track dialogues and multi-sectoral partnerships 
among the public institutions, the private corporations, 
and civil society organizations.  The Sanya Declaration 
in 2016 also stressed the importance of multi-sectoral 
partnership by encouraging “closer exchanges among 
governmentgovernment agencies, local provinces and districts, 
business associations and non-governmental organi-
zations of our six countries to discuss and carry out 
relevant cooperation.”

As the co-chair of the second LMC Leaders’ Meeting, 
Cambodia should further promote the synergy between  
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